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Epsom and Ewell Borough Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the ENVIRONMENT AND SAFE COMMUNITIES 
COMMITTEE held on 20 January 2020

PRESENT -

Councillor Neil Dallen (Chair); Councillor Alex Coley (Vice-Chair); Councillors 
Steve Bridger, Chris Frost, Kate Chinn (as nominated substitute for Councillor Rob 
Geleit), Steven McCormick, Lucie McIntyre, Julie Morris, Peter O'Donovan and 
Chris Webb

In Attendance: Councillor Arthur Abdulin, Councillor John Beckett, Councillor 
Christine Cleveland, Councillor Nigel Collin, Councillor Hannah Dalton, Councillor 
Liz Frost, Councillor Bernice Froud, Councillor David Gulland, Councillor Colin Keane, 
Councillor Eber Kington, Councillor Jan Mason, Councillor Debbie Monksfield, 
Councillor Bernie Muir, Councillor Humphrey Reynolds, Councillor Guy Robbins, 
Councillor Clive Smitheram, Councillor Alan Sursham and Councillor Clive Woodbridge 

Absent: Councillor Rob Geleit

Officers present: Damian Roberts (Chief Operating Officer), Amardip Healy (Chief Legal 
Officer), Gillian McTaggart (Head of Policy, Performance & Governance) and Tim 
Richardson (Committee Administrator)

19 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
No declarations of interest were made in relation to items on the agenda.

20 CLIMATE CHANGE ACTION PLAN 

The Committee received a report setting out the Council’s commitment and 
action plan to tackle climate change, including actions to reduce the 
environmental impact of its activities and the steps to become carbon neutral.  
The report reflected the work of the cross party Member Working Group which 
was established to coordinate the development of the Climate Change Action 
Plan.

It was noted that all Members of the Council had been invited to attend the 
Committee meeting, and that if the Committee were to approve the Climate 
Change Action Plan, it would be recommended for adoption at an Extraordinary 
meeting of the Council on the same evening.

The following matters were considered:

a) Written representations received. The Committee noted that a written 
representation had been distributed by the Extinction Rebellion Group to 
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all Members of the Council following the publication of the agenda. The 
Committee noted that the matters raised in the representation had been 
considered by the Climate Change Action Member Working Group during 
the development of the Climate Change Action Plan.

b) Targets set by the Climate Change Action Plan. The Committee 
considered that the Climate Change Action Plan set challenging but 
realistic targets, and expressed its congratulations to members of the 
Member Working Group and officers for their work to produce it. The 
Committee noted that progress against the Action Plan would be 
monitored at its future meetings.

Following consideration, it was resolved:

That the Committee:

(1) endorsed the adoption of 2035 as the year for when the Council 
should aim to be net carbon neutral;

(2) approved the Climate Change Action Plan, at Annexe 1 to the report, 
as its plan for future work programmes;

and recommended to full Council:

(3) the adoption of the climate change target of the year 2035 for the 
Council’s operations to be net carbon neutral;

(4) the adoption of the Climate Change Action Plan set out in Annex 1 to 
the report;

(5) that the Council delegates to the Chairman of the Environment and 
Safe Communities Committee, action to make representations to 
Government to provide local authorities with the powers and 
resources necessary to address climate change in their local area.

The meeting began at 7.30 pm and ended at 7.50 pm

COUNCILLOR NEIL DALLEN (CHAIR)


